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products bearing infringing versions of Plaintiff’s copyrighted works. Each of the Defendants has 

targeted Illinois residents by operating online stores that offer shipping to the United States, 

including Illinois, accept payment in U.S. dollars, and, on information and belief, have sold 

products bearing infringing versions of Plaintiff’s federally registered copyrighted works to 

residents of Illinois. Each of the Defendants is committing tortious acts in Illinois, is engaging in 

interstate commerce, and has wrongfully caused Plaintiff substantial injury in the State of Illinois. 

Additionally, Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 4(k)(2) confers personal jurisdiction over 

Defendants because the claims asserted herein arise under federal copyright law, Defendants 

would not be subject to jurisdiction in any state’s courts of general jurisdiction, and exercising 

jurisdiction is consistent with the United States Constitution and laws.   

INTRODUCTION 

3. Plaintiff, Cranston Print Works Company, is the owner of the federal copyright 

registrations that protect the creative content of Plaintiff’s illustrations. Cranston Print is the oldest 

operating textile company in the United States. Its long history in design has provided it with an 

unparalleled archive of beautiful prints and patterns from nostalgic and cutting edge and on-trend 

designs. 

4. This action has been filed by Plaintiff to combat online copyright infringers who 

trade upon Plaintiff’s reputation, goodwill, and valuable copyright by selling and/or offering for 

sale products in connection with Plaintiff’s illustrations. In addition, the Defendants are selling 

unauthorized products that are based on and derived from the copyrighted subject matter of 

Plaintiff’s illustrations. 

5. Plaintiff is the owner of United States Copyright Registration Nos. VA 2-417-269; 

VA 622-988; VA 2-417-267; VA 2-417-262; VA 2-417-266; VA 2-417-276; VA 2-417-282; VA 
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2-417-265; and VA 726-036 (the “Cranston Print Works”) and the registrations are attached hereto 

as Exhibit 1. Upon information and belief, the copyrights have effective dates that predate the 

Defendants’ acts of copyright infringement.  

6. In an effort to illegally profit from the creative content of the Cranston Print Works, 

Defendants have created numerous Defendant Internet Stores and designed them to appear to be 

selling authorized Cranston Print Products.  

7. The Defendant Internet Stores share unique identifiers, such as design elements and 

similarities of the unauthorized products offered for sale, establishing a logical relationship 

between them and suggesting that Defendants’ illegal operations arise out of the same transaction, 

occurrence, or series of transactions or occurrences. Defendants’ activities, occurring at the same 

time and in the same retail space and manner as one another, blend together to create a single 

negative impression on consumers such that they constitute the same occurrence or series of 

occurrences. Defendants attempt to avoid liability by going to great lengths to conceal both their 

identities and the full scope and interworking of their illegal operation. Plaintiff is forced to file 

this action to combat Defendants’ piracy of the Cranston Print Works. Plaintiff has been and 

continues to be irreparably damaged through loss of control over the creative content of the 

valuable copyrights, reputation, goodwill, the quality, and ability to license as a result of 

Defendants’ actions and seeks injunctive and monetary relief. 

THE PLAINTIFF 

8. Plaintiff, Cranston Print Works Company, is the owner of the Copyright 

Registrations that protect the creative content of the Cranston Print Works. Cranston Print was 

established in 1807. Starting as a small cotton fabric printing plant, it has grown and prospered 

through the American Industrial Revolution and now, centuries later, it is the oldest operating 
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